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Jes 7, Line 23. fer make read made. 

r. read abu/tyely for abſolutely, 
Fino 5 read rim inſtead 0 
for Lalpone. 


A -F A. 


P.9, I. r. read Moſt makr al 


P. 16, 1:4 7 read ſuffer'd me 
perjuring, . 44z L 2I, read 
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to thy Sifu” hoping it will be chatirabis. e 
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REM A R K 8 


UPON THE 


EETTE 


Lately Publiſhed * 


By WILLIAM WALKER Ye 1 


RIENDLY. Reapes, 


.come ; if the Matters contained 


plead my Excuſe, for altering 


SIG 2 my Intention of Anſwering nd 1 


WEE more; I muſt ſubject my Self 


oy H 0 80 EVER thou art, to > : 
5 vhoſe Hands theſe Lines may 1 


in them, be not ſufficient to | 


_—_ 
MF a 1, 
The firſt Thing I ſhall take notice of, is ( in 
his Title Page) his Wite's being ſeduced, which! 
ſhall leave upon him to prove. | 
His Preface, and laſt Letters, which I never 
read, until I ſee them in his Print, the one of them, 
will help to explain the other ; which 1 ſhall take 
in Courſe, as they fall in my Way. | 
Now as to his firſt Letter, whereby he began 
this Controverſy, it behoves him to ſet forth, how 
his Wife came into the Church of England; he 
_ ſays. Providence ae her there, but there is a 
great deal of Difference betwixt the Act, and Per- 
miſſion of Providence, and it will be hard to judge 
of it; till he give that Account, as alſo with what 
Satisfaction ſhe continued there, and whether it 
was from fome:mward- Trouble in her own Mind, 
that ſhe left them; or it was at the Inſtance, and 
Rite Procurement of Fobn Walton ; if fo, how 
many Letters he wrote to her, how many Viſits he 
made her, before he prevailed with her to come to 
their Meeting: Seeing he ſtands charged (by him) 
with leading her into Error. Next to that will fol- 
low, that the Church ſne was placed in, holds 
no ſinful Terms of Communion, which he puts 
me to prove by plain Texts of Scripture. 
! I might. juſtly have put back this, upon himſelf 
to have proved; but ſince I have offer d ſome 
- Proofs already, I will yet add mote, and for 
Anſwer fay, there are many Things, which can- 
not be proved by Scripture, and yet may be fully 
proved too; for inſtance, how. can any Man hs 
proved to be a Thief by Scripture ; the Law in- 
decd faith, Thou ſhalt not Steal;, but doth that At; 
1 Led 


(5) 

taint any Man; ſurely nay : Yet he that proves 
his own Goods, in another Man's Hands which 
he has ſtolen, has fully prov'd him to be a Thief. 
4 our Saviour faid, By their Fruits ye ſpall know 
them. , | 
Now what I did fully prove, both by the Com- 
mand of Chriſt, and Practice of his Diſciples, I 
refer to the Reader, thinking it needleſs to re- 
peat it again. | 50S 

Yet to ſet the Thing, if poſſible, in a more 
clear Light, is firſt to know, what the Terms of 
this Communion are: How otherwiſe can any 
Man judge of them, whether they are ſinful, or 
not. 16.6 

How can any Man be faid, to be in that Com- 
nunion, who is not firſt a Member of that Church. 
Now the common Way of being admitted into 
emberſhip, is by Water ſprinkling, with God- 
ithers, Promiſes and Vows, &c. which in private 
daptiſm, he ſays, is ſufficient without them. That 
,1f the Child die, (which he was not ſo honeſt 
to obſerve) but if it live, it is to be brought to 
ne Church, to be promiſed and vowed for, as in 
ther Caſes ; now how can this Practice be recon- 
led, to the Church's Catechiſm, as I ſhew'd be- 
Ire, or to the ſixth of the 39 Articles. Which 
lus ſpeaks, | 70 2 „„ 
© Holy Scripture containeth all Things neceſ- 


— 
. 


ary to Salvation, ſo that what foever is not reae 06 


therein, nor may be proved thereby, is not to 
be required of any Man, chat it ſhould be be- 
lieved as an Article of Faith, or be thought re- 
qulſite or neceſſary to Salvation.“ 1 

. Ot- 


( 6 ) | 
Notwithſtanding theſe two clear Proofs, that 
of the Catechiſm which I offered before, which con 
Was undeniable, to any Man of Senſe, and whether . 
he will own any Thing of this Second, is queſtio- Wirn 
nable : Seeing he has ſo great a Talent of Denial, Nend 
without either Argument, or Confutation by iſ C 
Proof, wel 
How can that be proved by holy Scripture, Won 
which is not once, ſo much as mentioned in it; 
and by Conſequence, how can it be thought requi- 
lite, or neceſſary to Salvation. | 
And yet this Sprinkling of Infants, as afore- 
Taid, 1s their only Way to Salvation, by his idle 


Way of Arguing ; and that all ſuch, as are not ad- E 
mitted in that Way; tho* they may uſe. Water full 
(without the Vows, &c. ) or die without, are reputeſſſ ter 
Hleathens and Infidels; whieh proves all the Prof mak 
teſtant Diſſenters, as well as their own Infants, dy and 
ing without the Water, to be a Company of unf Con 
chriſtned Infidels. _ 1 


Believe this who will, I do aſſure the Reader, I Bap 
do not; for I look upon it; That Faith in Chrift,and mull 
Repentance from dead Works, #0 ſerve the living God dou | 
will be a more ſure Way to attain unto the King Obj. 
dom of Heaven, than any outward Water; wht 
ther the Perſon that Adminiſtreth it, be Epilcc 

ally ordained, or otherwiſe, and that it is f. 
| rl to be truly entituled to this Faith, byt 

Gift of God; than if three Times three Perſo! 
 cſhould engage with all the Vows, and Prom! 
they can make. + Let this is William's great Ch 
-gtye £7005 30 10. fi 541717. 0,2. 


o® 
. " 


„. 


(I) 

| This Matter was put upon a Point, in my ſe- 
ond Letter: Thus, Chrift commanded his Diſciples 
. MW ſprinkle Infants, &c. And his Anſwer, by af- 
. MWirming, or denying, would (no doubt) have 
ended the Controverſy. But he did neither. 

Our Saviour ſaid, Foxes have Holes. And it is 
well known, when they are ſorely purſued, they 
commonly ſeek to hide themſelves there. 
William finding himſelf in this Strait, that if he 
Inould affirm that Chriſt commanded it; he knew 

ke could not prove it (tho'that Fright being over 

Mhc'll needs ſet for it again) and if he ſhould own 
ehe did not, his Cauſe was loſt. * 

Finding himſelf in this Strait, away he goes 
full Speed ; to ſeek Shelter under the Cover of Wa- 
ter Baptiſm ; and by a great many Citations; to 
make a great Noiſe, to miſlead his unwary Reader, 
and to divert him quite from the Matter under 
Controverſy. 1 1 1 

Tho' he ſays, the Pains he took about Water 
Baptiſm hath anſwered his End, I believe in 
1 miſleading ſome to think the Controverſy was a- 
JM bout it; which is a great Miſtake. 'T make no 
Ob jection about Water Baptiſm ; to what Purpoſe 
1) ſhould I do it. Seeing neither he, nor I, nor the 
oF Societies to which either of us do belong, are in 
{fl the Practice of it; according as it is laid down in 
ti the holy Scripture. „„ SOR? 
off That if it is a Sin in us to diſuſe it; it is the 
1Y fame in them. If we were to periſh for the diſ- 
bY uſe of it (of which there is no Danger) the 
Church of England muſt likewiſe periſh with us. 
That in all he has yet done, the Matter lyes yet 
7077 upon 


(5) 
upon him to prove his Infant Cafe, with all it 
Circumſtances, tobe the Inſtitution of Jeſus Chriſt 
and the Practice of his Apoſtles _ 
Truly Reader, I think, he had better let it alone 
and I cannot but think, that the Intelligent of hi 
own Church; {of which no doubt there are 
great Numbers) will be of the ſame Mind. Buff 
the Saying of Solomon muſt be fullfill'd, as hq; 
faith, It is an Honour for a Man to ceaſe fron 
Strife « But every Fool will be medling. 
Now again, as to the Pains he has taken about 
Water Baptiſm, I ſhall obſerve how he has dealt 
with theſe Texts. Theſe are his Words in his own 
Letter. 15 
What think you of the Spirit that bid Philip” 
* go near, and join himſelf to the Chariot, 48, 
“vii. 29. Do you believe he bid him do an un- 
© lawful, or unneceſſary Action. The Eunuch 
being no Few, needed no Indulgence in their 
* Cuftoms as you often plead, yet he baptiſed him 
* with Water, Verſe 38. then, and not till then, 
the Spirit caught away Philin, Verſe 39. which 
55 + ix ag had then performed what he was ſent 
for. Fr Ct 6 "VIS > 
Can any Man of Senſe that reads the Paſſage in 
the Scripture, thus conclude, that this was all 
that Philip was ſent for, only to baptiſe the Eunuch 
with Water. Surely his Preaching Jeſus unto 
him, and knowing the Eunuch's Belief, (tho' in 
this Man's Senſe, meer Trifles, not worth mention- I. 
ing) muſt be of far greater Conſequence, than 
meer ly baptiſing with Water. The Paſſage is very 
clear to which 1 refer the Reader, and ſhall only FF: 


Note 


DCC EO ere ar ay — 
— 


(9) 


Note what is Material. Philip began at the ſame 
Cripture, and 5 unto him Jef, and as they 
ent on their Way, they came unto a certain Mater, 
nd che Eunuch ſaid, ſee here is Water, what doth 
inder me to be baptiſed ;, and Philip ſaid, if thou le- 
rwe ſt with all thine Heart, thou mayſt: And he auf 
red and ſaid, I believe that Feſtus Chriſt, is t 
Wn of God: And he cauſed the Chariot to ſtand ftill, 
Wd they went down both into the Water, both Phili 
the Eunuch, and he baptiſed him. From al] 
Which it may be obſerved, that it was mare in 
Hndeſcenſion to the Requeſt of the Eunuch, than 
Wy Neceſſity that Philip put upon him, that he 

wptifed him, b . th ſaying, if thou be- 
, 


ereſt with all thine Heart thou may'ſt, it was 
t, thou muſt. | 


ank God I baptiſed none of you are not in 
ir Letter to me, tho' they are in the Print; 
t Chriſpus and Gaius, and others with Water; 
wif Paul did underſtand that Chriſt's Com- 
nd was to baptiſe with Water, he certainly had 
at le Reaſon to thank God, that he had ſo little 
„erved it, in baptifing ſo few, leaſt he ſhould be 
in Night to baptiſe in his own Name; which Ob- 
Hon lay againſt the Reſt of the Diſciples, as well 


not to baptiſe, but to preach the Goſpel, which 
lays, I not a pure Negative, &c. however it is a 


ture, to ſerve a baſe End. Pay; of 
s likewiſe, that about Samuel, his Words are 
e; Then the People rejected Samuel, God ſaith, 


Is to what he has noted about Paul, the Words,- 


Paul; but he 2 plainly, That Chriſt ſent 25 


in right Fal ſhood, and a baſe wreſting the holy 


They 


( 10) 
They have not rejected thee, but me. Now Reade 
whether of theſe muſt we believe. 
Witham ſays, the People rejected Samuel. G0 
faith, they (that is the People) have not rejede 
thee, (that is Samuel ) but they have rejected n 
that I ſhould not Reign over them, not meanin 
by this Negative abſolutely. 

Now Paul faith, Let God be true, but every Mi 
a Liar, as it is written, Then this Falſhood mu 
reſt upon William. 

He had better have kept his Meanings, and! 
Negatives to himſelf, then to have thus uſed then 
to abuſe and prophane the ſacred Scripture; b 
to let the World ſee what a ſubtile Caſuiſt he! 
he will be meddling, tho' it be to his own Sham 

Now all this Abuſe, and Perverſion is to 
vour his Infant Caſe, which as he has done it, 
nothing at all to the Purpoſe; as I could large 
ſhew. For this is it he ſeems to drive at, top 
ſcribe a Way to the Kingdom of Heaven, by Wa 
Baptiſm without Chriſt, or Faith in him: W. 
otherwiſe did he ſo deal about the Eunuch ? N. 
our Saviour faith, I am the Door of the Sheep, 
that ever came * me, are Thieves and Robber 
but the Sheep did not hear them. I am the Door, ſur 
me if any Man enter in, he ſhall be ſaved, and i vb 
go in and out, and find Pafture. £4 

Truth may be proved very fully by the Sc f 
tures, but they are no Proof for Falſhood:; for the; 
that has Falſhood to prove, ſhould be mindfu 
let the Scriptures alone; tho* he abſolutely t 
me, What care I for Scripture; | aſſure the 
der, a great deal more, than for his Nubrict, 


( 
] 
C 
t 
f 
1 


( 11 ) | 

all other Books in the World beſides. Tho' the 
Rubrick is not a Rule for himſelf, as the Reader 
will find hereafter. | 

He refers me to the London Caſes, Whereas I 
conclude, the New Teſtament, is of the ſame 
Force, at Eaſt Thickley, as either at London, or any 
other Town in Chriſtendom; and if he had made 
that his Rule, this Controverſy had never begun ; 
for if his firſt Letter had contained nothing but 
Truth, he had had my entire Submiſſion to it. 
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THE 
COMMON-PRAYER BOOK. 


= 
As to Ceremonies we are told, That Chriſt's 
Goſpel is not a Ceremonial Law (as much 
of Moſes Law was) but it is a Religion to ſerve 
God, not in Bondage of the Figure, or Shadow, 
but in the Freedom of the Spirit, &c. which to be 
lure is a great Truth, he adds, Only being content 
"_ theſe Ceremonies, which do ſerue to a decent 
rder, 42 
Now he that carries the Infant Caſe any higher 
then a Ceremony of the Church, is erecting a Su- 
perſtructure, which its humane Foundation will 
not bear. : | 
In Page 50 he ſays, Neither King, nor Parliament 
made the Church; for ſhe 1 @ Part of the Cat bolicł 


or 


( 12 | | 
or univerſal Church, and was ſo, and was eſtabliſbe 
in this Iſland by the Authority of Man. Iv 

Now. his Ignorance in this, is manifeſt, Doth 
not Chriſt ſay to Peter; Upon this Rock," I will 
build my Church; and the Gates of Hell ſhall not pre- 
vail againſt it. Which was not upon Peter as he 
was a Man, but upon the Power and Spirit of 
> Jeſus Chrift, which alone is able to eftablifh, and 
* ſupport the true Church ; and 1s not in the Power 
of all the Sons of Men. | 

Now as to his laſt Letters, which I have had 
the Opportunity to ſee from his Print ; he tells 
me; If I had been ſo honeſt, as not to have endea- 
voured to repreſent him ſo odious to his Wife, I ſhould 
Have had no more Trouble from him. 
| Pray Reader, conſider, whether I have repre- 
ſented him at all to his Wife, either odious, or 0- 
therwiſe; I never writ one Line to her, nor ſpoke 
with her ſince that Time, about any ſuch Matter; 

neither did I fee her at Shildon, when ſhe left his 

firſt Letter, tho' as heſays, I hope by bearing your 

Letters which you know ſhe muſt ao, and that made 
ou write thus, KEENE GS , 

Has the Reader obſerved, that he has told me in 
| his firſt Letter, that his Wife muſt ſee mine. I 
think not? How ſhould I comeby.this Knowledge; 
for 1f the Copies of my Letters, and his, which 
he ſent me, had been no more expoſed by him, 
than they were by me; neither his Wife, nor the 
World about us, had known any Thing of them. 
For I may honeſtly ſay, that neither his. Letters, 
nor Copies of mine, yet went out of my Hands, 
much leſs out of my Houſe, and therefore were 

| never 


„ 


613) | 


never read, in any Ale-houſe in this, or any other 


Town by me. Is it not a Shame for him, to blame 
me, for his own Doings ? 

The Letter his Wife left at Shildon, was ſo full 
of Authority, that the Reader may rather be in- 
duced to believe, that it was more in Obedience to 
his Command, than any Inclination ſhe ſhould 
have, except it were to know, what Reply I ſhould 
make; which whether he would ever ſhew her, 


or not, I did not know. — 


He adds, I perceive you wilt alſow Man no Au- 


thority at all; The contrary is very clear, and 


full, in Page the 19 of my ſecond Letter, which 
might fully ſatisfie any reaſonable Man; tho” he 


| repeats it again, We muſt all obey God before Man, 


but Man for God's Sake, 
How then does he prove his own Obedience to 
the Law of Man, nay the Law of his own Church, 
(the Act of Toleration ) by thus ſeeking to im- 
poſe upon his own Wife, for not following him by 
an implicit Faith, and blind Obedience, without 


Conviction. Contrary to the very Principle of 


the Reformation, as alſo to the aforefaid Act. 
dince it is clear, he lays nothing elſe to her Charge. 
, Where is now the Spirit of a ravening Wolf in 
Speeps Cloathing, in telling of doing as he would be 
done by; and acting directly the contrary ? Tho' 
that of old Ham troubles him not; yet the ſame 
Action his own. - He ſaw his Father's Nakedneſs 
m the Tent, and told it to his Brethren with- 
out, N 
Did not Willizm do the ſame Thing, in ſeeing 
the Sillineſs; and Weakneſs of his own Wife, 
7120 | B 2 (which 


6.46) 


(which he might have covered) but inſtead of her 


that, put it in Print ; and leaſt the Reader ſhould 
not diſcover it in his Letters; in his very Title 
Page renders her ſeduced; by telling it to his Breth- 
ren without: Which is to the Preſbiterians, Inde- 
pendents, Baptiſts, G. Which tho' they are his 
Brethren; with Reſpect to the Fundamental Prin- 
ciples of his own Church, yet they are without 
her, only reſpecting her Ceremonies ; by their 
Nonconformity, unto which they are ſhut out. 

Doth not alſo this Woltiſh Spirit, ſtill appear 
in ſome, that falſly pretend to be of the Church 
of England, who have openly declared againſt 
Perſecution for Conſcience Sake. What 1s the 


meaning of diſturbing poor School-Maſters in 


ſome Places, that are only ſecking to get their 
Bread, by teaching Children a few natural Lan- 
guages, which rightly conſidered; have no Man- 
ner of Relation to Religion. Is it not as Natural 
to a Roman to ſpeak Latin; a Greek- to ſpeak 
Greek; a Few to {ſpeak Hebrew, as for us, to 
ſpeak Engliſh, And why nor the Baker, and 
the Taylor, envied for their. Nonconformity, as 
well as they, ſince we might live far better 
without School Learning, than without Bread, 
and Cloaths, Li | 

Yet ſuch Men cannot ſee this, evil Spirit in 
themſelves, no more, than William can ſee thoſe 


ravening Wolves about Biſhop Auckland, to whom 


his Wife is now . expoſed; which except him- 
ſelf, where can he ſhew another, by fuch Fruits? 
However, he may find one in tlie following 
Lines; which he has! forced me, (Av in mine 
Fo oe tee, E * ot her 


Proc 


not 
* 

lays 
T 


f 
a 


e 


„„ RT 

her Things) to diſcribe, ſtill calling for more 
proof; a reſtleſs Spirit is in him, which will 
not ſuffer him to be quiet. vn 

What he offers about Meeting-Houſes, &*c. he 
lays, I grant; and ſo ſhall I too. 

Then he wonders, that I ſhould think to be 
believed by my bare Word without Proof; I have 
proved many Things ſo clear, as have put it out 
of his Power to prove the contrary, whether 
wer he will own 1t, or no. | 


Then as to their Miniſters, he ſays, We ſbould 


yay them for their Labour, to ſhew us our Errors; 
and by ſound Doctrine, endeavouring to keep their 
IFlocks from falling into it. 


This brings to my Mind, ſome Thing of my 
own Knowledge, which I here relate, and refer 


to the Readers Conſideration, that he may judge 


of it. 

We have had two Viſits to our Meeting at Shor- 
n in my Time; the firſt was no leſs a Parſon 
than the Dean of Durbam, and as I take Archdea- 
con and Rector of Sedgefield, at the ſame Time; 


if I am in any of theſe miſtaken; I ſhall not 


however in his Name, which was Dennis Green- 
ville e He, with divers others with him, came to 


our Meeting on a Firſt Day; we being met in the 


Yard thorough the Iniquity of theſe Times, ſhut 
out of our own Houſe; I very well remember his 
Words, which were, J am come in the Spirit of 
Meekneſs, the Teſtimony he gave. of it was, by 
cauſing the Officers to open the Doors of our 
Meeting Houſe. which they had ſhut, into which 
he with his Company enter'd, and cauſed: the 
FIR | Forms, 


whereof my Father, and I, were Two; Five 


i Day's Work. 


616) 
Forms, and all that was Moveable to be throy 


out into the open Street; and commanded t 
Officers to bring Six of us to Eaſington forthwith 


whom, he (with his Brother-in-Law Iſaac Baſie 
committed to Durham Goal; and I, being thi 
but a Youth, they ſuffered to go free. 
Now if this was the Way to ſhew us our Er 
rors; or that the Reader think we ought to hay 
paid him for his Viſit, is left to him: Here wa 
both his Church, and State, join'd in one, 
great Doctor, and Juſtice of the Peace. 
The ſecond Viſit we had, was by the preſen 
Archdeacon Robert Booth, who came likewiſe tt 
the fame Meeting on a Firſt Day, with ſome othen 
with him, followed me into the Meeting, fit 
down within the Door, oppoſite to the Gallery 
where I, and ſome others fat ; ſtaid the whol: 
Meeting Time, heard both Preaching and Prayer; 
and in a very civil Manner, as he came, ſo he * 
went, not ſpeaking one Word either pro or con. 4 
that I remember whereby the Reader may gr 
ther, that as there was no Labour ſpent upon us 
I am apt to think he expected no Pay for that 


As to what follows about Tyths, he thought it 
"was not worth his Trouble in Anſwering: Nov 
methinks, ſince he appears ſo tall a Man in the 
Church, by being ſo great an Advocate for it; 
conſidering how many of its own Members groa! 
under the Oppreflion of them; he might in an 
humble Manner, beg of them to put away tl 

Reproach they: lie under, by our Saviour; by 
— 


telling 


£ 


„ 

ling what John the Baptiſi ſaid to thoſe he re- 

led to baptize. He that bath two Coats, let him 
part to him that hath none; and be that bath 
eat, let him do likewiſe. Luke iii. Ver. 10, 11. 
| think, he might have applied this very well, 
deſiring the ReQors, and Vicars, that may be 
the Poſſeſſion of two, or three Benifices, to 

ve to thoſe that have none; and by this Means, 
e Name of Curates had been at an End; and 
ey no doubt well pleaſed to quit it, on that 
ore. 

The Stranger, the Widow, and the Fatherleſs 
ght be fed, and the poor Man might eat his Share, 
in the Time of the Law of Moſes, which 
ght ſomewhat abate, if not wholly hinder the 
warms of Beggars, from wandering in the Land, 
the Reproach of the Chriſtian Name; and there- 
y eaſe the laborious Farmer, who beſides his 
ent, and his Tythes exacted from him, is obli- 
ed by Law to pay to the Poor likewiſe z it was 
ot ſo with the People of God in old Time, when 
was ſaid, There was no\Beggar in Iſrael ; and 
t the Poor ſhould never ceaſe out of the Land. 

As to what he hath cited out of Timothy, he has 
ttfully omitted the explaining Part of the four 
oregoing Verſes, two of which I ſhall tranſcribe, 
iz. Without natural Affection, Truce Breakers, 
alſe Accuſers, Incontinent, Fierce 17 of thoſe 
bat are Good, Traiterous, Heady, High Minded, Lo- 
ers of Pleaſures, more than Lovers of God; 
Paving a Form of Godlineſs, but denying the 
ower thereof, from ſuch turn away. For of 
bis Sort are they, which creep imo Houſes e 
16 lea 
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lead Captive filly women, laden with Sin 
divers Luſts, To what Purpoſe ſhould this M 


have cited this Place, but to let the World ſee ti 

he is one of theſe Houſe-Creepers himſelf, un Piec 
he remove from himſelf ſome of thoſe Man hm 
which the Apoſtle here gives to deſcribe thoſe d c 
of People by: Or how can he apply this to Ma. 
Wife, till he proves ſhe is ſeduced, and is laul fore 
with Sin, and divers Luſts * He has charged h tne 
indeed with the Breach of both the Laws and 
God, and Man; which are both proved Fal of 
upon him, tho' he took hold of the Act of Unil 
formity to his Help, and other Indignities ; Ace 
has falſly accuſed Fohn Walton with leading h anc 
Wife into Error; and for the Form of Godline of 
he has made far more ſtir in all his Letters, tha *; 


for the Power of it, let them ſearch them th: 
will. on 

In his ſecond Letter, he ſays, He would ha it 
been glad, (that by my better Reading) I woul Ac 
have fhewn him, who they were that denied Wa 
ter Baptiſm before us. In Anſwer to his Aſſe 
tion, 1 told him, That a Man of better Readin 
would have been aſhamed to have aſſerted thay Ne 
which he could not prove. Now, when he he Cb 
proved it, he need not be aſhamed ; but he oug| fol 
to know, that Iam not obliged to prove his Afar © 
mation that lies at his own Door, (I could aſi) he 
do it) but he ſeems hereby to be a Man of tha © 
extenſive Knowledge, that undertakes even to 
Man, to prove the Practice of the Chriſtiaſ e 
Church for above Sixteen Hundred Years 
Which J am ſatisfied, if he himſelf does not, »W ** 
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Man elſe in the Nation will; therefore till he 


do it, I ſhall leave the Shame upon him. 

As to Oliver Cromwel, I refer him to a late 
Piece, call'd, Memoirs of the Reformation, by Ben- 
amin Bennet, where he may have a further Ac- 
count of him, and his Times; as alſo of ſome 
Marginal Letters, ſome of which I never ſee be- 
fore; an Account likewiſe of thoſe that cut off 
the King's Head, (that black and helliſh Tragedy) 
and a People that by common Fame were accuſed 


of it; acquitted from that Charge, to the Shame 


of thoſe that accuſed the Innocent; as alſo, an 
Account of the Cruelty committed in Scotland, 
and more fully in another Piece, call'd, Memoirs 
of Scotland, not only upon the Men, but ſome 
Women alſo, that were tied to Stakes and drown- 
ed in the Sea; which many perhaps in this Nati- 
on never heard of ; which from what I obſerved 
at the Place where it was done, ſhall give ſome 
Account of. 

About 12 Years ſince, it was my Lot to lodge 
in the Town of Wigton, in the County of Gallo- 
way, and Weſt of Scotland ; the next Morning 
walking a little to ſee the Town, I ſtept into the 
Church Yard, and on the Backfide of the Place, 
tound three Stones very remarkable, with Inſcrip- 
tions upon them, to my great Surprize, having not 
heard any Thing of them before; I took in Wri- 
ting what was upon them all, but having miſlaid 


my Paper, which I cannot readily find, ſhall 


note what I well remember; two of the Stones 
were upright, the one was of three Men, that 
were hanged without any Law ; the other was an 
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old Woman, her Name Margaret Laughan, aged 
above 60 Years, tied to a Stake and drowned; the 
third was a large flat Stone, with the Maid's 
Name aged about 18, with theſe Lines under 
Written, biz. 


Let Earth, and Stone, ſtill Witneſs bear, 
There lies a Virgin martyr'd here; 
Murthered for owning Chriſt Supream, 
Head of his Church, and no more Crime, 
But not perjuring Preſbitery, 


And her not owning Prelacy ; 

They her eee, by unjuſt Law, 

0% Heaven, or Hell, they flood no Awe, 
Within the Sea, ty'd to a Stake, 

She ſuffer'd for Chriſt Jeſus Sake ; 

The Actors of this cruel Crime, 

Were Lag, Strahan, Wiram and Grime. 
Neither young Tears, nor yet old Age, 


Could flop the Fury of their Rage. 


- It happened once, That I amongſt many others 
was taken out of a peaceable Meeting, and thrown 
into Durham Goal. Nicholas Conyers being then 
High Sheriff of the County, who hearing what 
was done, repaired in a few Days after, and ſpoke 
to the Biſhop, ſhewing his Diſlike of ſuch Severi- 
ty ; and came down to the Goal-Stairs, and call'd 
the Goaler and us, and ordered him forthwith to 
diſcharge us all, which he readily did: I have of- 
ten look d upon it as a Debt due to his Memory; 


and. having this Opportunity, do with religious 


= Gratitude, 
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a} Gratitude, mention to his Honour, hoping none 

he of his Poſterity will be offended at it. 

A generous Act of the like Kind, I have often 

ler heard our Friends relate was done by his Predecel- 
ſor, Sir Thomas Daviſon of Blackeſton, who deli- 
vered a great many of our Friends crowded in 
Priſons, ſo throng, that it was a Shame to relate: 
And the two other Families of Cocken, and Lamb- 
ton, were always our Friends in thoſe troubleſome 
Times, being no Friend to Perſecution. 


He that will read a late Hiſtory dedicated to 


King George, (writ by a Foreigner ) may find ſuch 
Paſſages, as many of this younger Generation will 
admire, that ever ſuch Things were acted in a 
Proteſtant Nation ; but we bleſs God theſe Days 
are over. 7 

As to what he queries about the Doctrines that 
help'd to miſlead the King, and of thoſe Times: 
If he had aſked me, Whether any Water ran down 
Gaunles this laſt Summer, it would ſeem altogether 
as needleſs, as ridiculous, to Perſons that are ac 
quainted with Hiſtory. | _ 

As to what he has further ſaid, about my Bro- 
ther Walton, whom he ſays, He mentioned acciden- 
taily, (tho' what I ſaid, I proved before divers 


. Witneſſes) I take to be a Slander, and believe to 
of be a down right Falſhood: He might have told 


what his Errors were; I have heard it was upon 
chis ſame Matter, of Water Baptiſm ; he may ſay, 
He has proved the ſame upon me. 5 
He has rend red him here a Man of a peaceable, 
and meek Spirit, ( which in Scripture #s accounted 
un the Sight of God of great Prize) nevertheleſs, 
C4 22 "4 
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to his great Confuſion, in his Title Page, has no- 
ted his Wife to be Seduced, and him by Conſe. 
uence to be the Seducer; ( being in his ſecond 
etter, not accidentally, but fully charged with 
leading her into Error) in Page 17th, as the Rea. 
der may obſerve. | P 

How theſe two Characters can be reconci- 
led in the ſame Perſon, let the Reader judge. 
Tho' to that, (of peaceable and meek Spirit) he 
added tho' without his, or your Errors which 
I had overlook'd. He that can reconcile Contra- 
ditions may find Work here. 

That which he has cited from Corinthians, a- 
bout the Goſpel, the explaining Part ( not being 
for his Purpoſe ) he has artfully left out, Part of 
which TI ſhall inſert, vis. 

* Therefore ſeeing we have this Miniſtry, as 
wwe have received Mercy, we faint not, but have 
* renounced the hidden Things of Diſhoneſty ; 
* not walking in Craftineſs, nor handling the 
* Word. of God deceitfully ; but by Manifeſta- 
* tion of Truth, commendtng our ſelves to every 


Man's Conſcience, in the Sight of God.“ 


Now he begins, but F our Goſpel be hid, it is hid 
to them that are loſ. | 

Now Reader, if he can clear himſelf by this, 
or his foregoing Letters, From the hidden Things of 
Diſboneſty, and handling the Word of God deceitful- 
ly, by his Falſhoods, and baſe perverting the ſa- 
cred Scripture; how otherwiſe can he recom- 
mend the Truth, to any Man's Conſcience in the 
Sight of God; if the Goſpel of Chriſt had not 


been hid from him, he had never brought 1 5 
3 | | : 0 


(23) 
Jo much Falſhood ; but if by Goſpel, he means 
nis own Papers; he may go and Preach them to 
i uch as may be ſeduced. to believe them, of which 
Number I may aſſure the Reader I am not. 
He tells me, He knows nat what I mean about a 
King in our Iſrael, I ſhall therefore tell him, Thar 
- MCbrift is call'd in Scripture the King of Iſrael; and 
if him I meant, he then was, and ever will remain 
t be the King, Ruler, and Governour. of bis Church, 
md People. And if the People in theſe diſtracted 
Times, had choſen him to be their King, and had 
followed the Leading of his holy Spirit; it had 
xrevented the many Miſeries, falſe Doctrines, He- 
relies, and Errors, that ſprung up in theſe, as 
well as in other Times; but as he has well re- 
nark'd theſe Things were done, when there was 
no King, in his, nor their Iſrael. | 
As to the cloven Foot, he may apply it to his 
Nera Dodrines, ſo far divided from the Doctrines 
e f Chriſt; and if he had had the Light of the 
- Woly Spirit, to which I directed him, he might 
hereby have known what Spirit 1t was that led 
im into this Wilderneſs of Error, and Confuſi- 
4 n; from which, I have endeavoured to reſcue 
lum, and in no ways to run him down. | 
He further adds, What will bis Wife do, when 
e is left among us, without the Guard and Direc- 
om God hath appointed her. To this I Anſwer, 
[hat both ſhe, and I, and all Mankind, will 
un into Miſery, and Confuſion ; but if ſhe, and 
e, and all others, do but keep, to that ſure; 


_ 


ot d unerring Guide, that God has appointed, even 
A at of his good Spirit we ſhall all of us land 
01 in 
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in the Haven of eternal Reſt; but I do aſſure th 
Reader, I know of no other ſafe Guide. 

He adds, The more Trial, the worſe I like you 
Principles. I never knew any Principle held {ff 
mongſt us, but the Principle of Truth, Even th 5 g 
Spirit of Truth, which leadeth into all Truth. 


I wonder not at that, ar all, the moſt of all hi.” 
Writings are ſo contrary to it. [ 8 
© He adde, Blame me not for Dealing plainly. lte 


do affure the Reader I will not, becauſe I lor P 
plain Dealing in my Heart, but have found lit 
tle of it from him: He tells me, You take it ill t. 7 


Es contradicted by one, who you think knows not you 
Error. SHY, 
I muſt {till remain in that Thought, becauſe h 1 


accuſed me of Error in his firſt Letter, a Perſon 
I think I may ſay, he knew nothing of; I neveſſ 
had a Diſcourſe with him upon any Subject c 
Religion before his Writing to me, that I know ol, 
neither did I ever ſee him fince; if I had, I knen 
him not from another Man, nor has he yet eithe 
told me in Particular what that Error is, nel £1] 
ther is it in his Power ſo to do; that what he dic 'N 
by his firſt Letter was not only preſumptuous 
but wicked. 
He adds, FI did not love Controverſy, why di 
T not end it at the firſt, The later End of iny fir ge. 
Letter intimated my Deſire ſo to do; he has ral N 


led againſt it, but it ſtands yet untouched, and! 
is never yet able to Anſwer it; I may ask hin h. 
why he writ again to provoke me into Controf: 
verſy, and to his own Shame to blame me, whe TH 
he has done: So ſoon as I had ue” ny 

BY | uv 
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W\buſe charged upon my ſelf, my deceaſed injured 
other, his own Wife, and the Truth I make 
Profeſſion of; I returned his Letter without open- 
in it. Snot: 7 957 
Bur why he printed theſe Letters which hekn 
[had not read, as fignified by mine; which gave 
ne that Occaſion I had not to that Degree before. 
| was concerned further to vindicate my further 
buſed Innocency, from being reputed by ſome a 
iar; and Fobn Walton from being rendered a Se- 
une, which I took the worſt of all. no 
W In Page 48, he ſpeaks of Things, V bich may be 
done, or not done, as every ane is perſuaded in bis 
nen Mind; but when theſe Things are commanded 
by an Authority, they ceaſe to be indifſerent, becauſe 
bod bas commanded us to obey every Ordinance of 
Man for God's Sale. 8 it 
Nov if he take theſe Ordinances to be equal to 
Wile Commands of Chriſt, whether are we now 
zone; and except this be his Meaning, he might 
have taken mine Anſwer before, which was both 
full and clear. ws 

Now if this be his Doctrine, then the ſprink- 
ling or dipping of Infants have no Authority, 
ut what is from Man: The Goſpel of Chriſt 
s unhinged, and there is an End of the Chriſtian 
Religion, and Salvation alſo. — © | | 

Now this Obje&ion he has made ſo often, that Wl 
Iwas willing to ſee if I could find the Bottom of f 
it: He has argued from Romans, about Sin. How 
Iwill Suit his Infant Caſe, I ſhall a little exa- 


* 


nine. 
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The ſprinkling of Infants is neither comman- F 
ded, nor forbidden by Chriſt, that is ſure. Andi con. 
therefore has no Bottom but humane Authority, 
which is not ſufficient for Salvation to depend up- Wit 
on: Now where is no Law, there is no Tran C 
greſſion, is very clear. | fant 
But there is a Law in the Goſpel of Chriſt, I ven 
and I muſt ſtill think, That Faith in Chriſt, andor | 
Repentance from dead Works, will prove that was 
Law; without which there will be no Salva-Wvic 
tion. : done 
If he had applied this to the State of an In- Alus 
fant; where no Law is, there is no Tranſgreſ- Non. 
fion, Matter might have been made of it. Thus, Nai 
There is no Law to an Infant, and by Conſe- Nerf 
quence. no Tranſgreſſion; but ſome ſay, Sin inet 
imputed unto them; the Apoſtle clears that, by fler 
telling, That Sin is not imputed where there is no 
Law ; then they ſay, There 7s Original Sin to be 
waſh'd away. Original Sin is of the Devil, that 
firſt ſinned ; but was his Sin imputed to Adam ort 
Eve > No: They both fell by their own actual 
Tranſgreſſion, in eating the forbidden Fruit. 
Now Faith was required in the Eunuch, and 
his Confeſſion of it known, before Philip did bap- 
tiſe him: How comes it now to paſs, that this 
Generation is wiſer than John the Baptiſt, anc 
the Apoſtles. Does not the Office for Baptifm ob- 
ſerve, how Chriſt exhorted all Men to folloy 
their Innocency, what Guilt of Original Sin ca 
lie upon the Innocent, ne 
In Page the 27, he tells me, Our Church enjoy 
dipping, or at leaſt pouring Water upon them, ana*: 
T6 > 7 


YT 
if any AF contrary to what ſhe emoins, I am leſs ac» 
Le for it. then you are for the ill Lives of 
any of your Hearers. . Wau any Man in his 
Wits have offered this. < 


Can he tell me of ten, either Adult, or In- 


fants; with whom the Prieſts of his Church 
went down into the Water, and dipt theſe Adult, 
or infants; or out of what Kind of Veſſel it 
was they poured out Water upon them, or 
Myicre that River or Pond is, in which it was 
done, or wiv it wis that dipt himſelf ;. if he 
Ius not been ſo dipt, it is high Time he got it 
lone: Tho' I am apt to think, he would not 
alily. procure a Parſon of his own Church to 
perform it. If he cannot do this, then his Bu- 
neſs is to make his Church a Tranſgreſſor of 
ter own Rules, and thereby to unchurch her. 
In Page 50. He ſays, I am not aſhamed to ſay 
Mm abuſe our Miniſters, and ſeek all Occaſions to 
lo ſo : (If he had not been paſt Shame he wonld 
orfÞot have ſaid ſo.) or you would not have drag d 
Dr. Sacheverel into your Paper, for the Sake of 
buſing him. Is this his Reaſon for my mentio- 
ning him, (and his wholeſome Severities) one 
rould think by this, he were ſomething: of a 
Diſciple of the Doctor's. But he that favours 
he Doctor, favours: not the Church of Fngland,, 
y whom: he was condemned: in theChurch's legi- 


ns for a Time, and by turning ſo many good 
ttomachs againſt him, ordered his Sermon to be 
urnt by, the common Hangman: And yet he is 
Wot aſham d to draw unjuſt, and undue Conſe- 

PERS ſequenc es 


ative Capacity, who ſuſpended him from Preach- - 
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ſequences; by telling me, All is alike with me ing 
good and bad without Diſtinct ion; whereby he al- Ie 
lows there are bad among them, and theſe only] | 
are accuſed by me. Foe | | 

There were two Thing; objected by me, which in 
were Hire and Tythes, which hex retended he had y 
proved by Scripture. het his 

Nov it is manifeſt there are many Prieſts in the}, 
Nation, That have no by ere they are in the ya 


Hands of Impropriators. Are theſe Men at all ac-MW | 
cuſed ? Beſides, Who has hired the Rector Il 


and Vicars? Till he tell me, they are not accuſedÞW;he 
by me. i | the 
He can never prove, That I have abuſed any off pre 
them, till he prove that none of them force T'ythoſ 1 
from others. Eo Mi 
He is in a Rage, and will not be quiet, but will vin 
force me in my own juſt Defence, and to reſcue pri 
the Scripture from his Abuſe, ſtill to do more 1 I 
poſſible to remove it. caſt 
Paul exhorts the Corinthians, Be ye followers I De 
me, even as I alſo am of Chriſt. 3 7 
' Now if he can prove, That Paul either tool Fri 
Hire, or Tythes; the Prieſts at this Time of Day eaſi 
(I ſhall grant) may do fo likewiſe. wh 
Hire, preſuppoſeth a Contract or Agreement, lh Wa 
that preacheth without ſuch Contract, and take wo 
nothing but what is freely given him, is not tha ny 
Man. To prove this upon Paul, he muft ſhew Me 
for how much it was he agreed, and what Churei Nei 
it was that agreed with him; if it was not fol 7 
Money, then for what other Commodity was it I Pri; 
iffor Wool, it might haye been uſeful for him, beſ & 1 


in 
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Wing a Tent Maker; or it was for Pigs, Hens, and 
l Geeſe? | | Siri gti LY 
ly If he took Tythes, he might as is common, 
 Ecommute them into Money; if he took them 
clin Kind, then to ſhew in what Country was his 
ad Tyth-Barn, and whether he drag'd them in with 
his Horſe and Cart; if he drag'd them in upon his 
Back, no doubt, he 3 more pain d then 1 
was with draging in Doctor Sacheverell. 
He that willingly gives them Tythes, is not at 
all touched: My firſt Objection was, in forcing 
them from ſuch as received them not, contrary to 
the expreſs Command of Chriſt, and his Apoſtle's 
Practice. EW 
Yet I may tell the Reader, That there are divers 
Miniſters up and down, (I might name ſome li- 
ving, and others dead) that never troubled our 
Friends on that Account, _ 
But there have been divers others, That have 
caſt ſome of our Friends into Priſon, where their 
Demand was not a Groat. 
And ſome of late, have thrown ſome of -our 
Friends into Priſon, notwithſtanding their more 
Yo ate Way for the Recovery of them; and others 
where the Demand was but Sixpence, have got 
ne Warrants with Ten Shillings Coſts, tho'-ſome 
Vould give them no ſuch Coſts: A mean Teſtimo- 
ui ny of People's Love to God, that ſhew neither 
Mercy, nor Moderation to their conſcientious 
ol Neighbours. pt Ss 
. The Reaſons he has given in his Preface for 
Printing the Letters, as I know nothing of them, 
o 1 ſhall not contradi& him: However, beſides - 
58 D 2 theſe 
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theſe, there may be another not mentioned; which 
I am apt to think, (from what I noted in his Ti- 
tle Page) may yet remain untouch'd. : 
His rendering himſelf a Farmer, and me emi- 
nent, (an Epethite I never thought of ) that ha- 
ving reckoned upon his great Conqueſt, which no 
doubt he had in View; and that the lower he pla- 
ced himfelf, and the higher he put me, his Victo- 
ry would ſeem the more glorious: He might have 
remember d the great Goliab, whoſe Head David 
did cut off with his own Sword. And when he 
has confuted his own Catechiſm, and the 6th of 
the 39 Articles, and proved his Infant Caſe by 
plain Scripture, Erit mibi maguus Apollo, 

Now further in his Preface, he has acquitted 
all Men, from having any Hand in his ane 
Further then deſtring a Friend to correct the Spelling, 
Kc. which methinks no intelligent Perſon will 
envy him the Honour of, he thereby has acquitted 
all the Miniſters of the Church of England: And 
| whatever be the Conſequence, till heacquit him- 
ſelf of the Injury done to the Dead, and to the Li- 
ving, and the baſe perverting of the holy Scrip- 
ture, they muſt all fall upon his own Head : And 
as he has taken the Preſs, if he has any more ſuch 
Stuff to vend, he muſt throw it there: Then 
doubt not, but ſome abler Pen will acquit me 
from any further Trouble; ſeeing the whol: 
Body of Proteſtants fall under his Cenſure, and 
it may well be allowed that I have done my Part. 
As to his laſt, about the Seals broken open, and 


Fouldings alter'd, he has not faid, I did it; but} 6 
by the Fand in the Margin, his Friends are ſhew'l it; 


where 


it is nob Cunſtience, but Opinion, or 


) 
where to make their Attack, which f um informed. 
ſome have accordingly done. And from thence 
conclude, That I had opened and read it, xnd be- 
ing not able to anſwer it, returned it with a Lie 
in my Mouth, to whoſe Peruſal I recommend this 
Certificate. 1 901995 7 2051 


| [ Novemb. 22. 1725. 
WE whoſe Names are here under written, do here- 
by certify all whom it may concern That we 
overlook'd John Hali while he writ theſe few Lines 
in Return to William Watker's Letter, and that be 
neither opened, nor read one Line init, 
"© 2» EMANUEL RICHARDSON, ,, 
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He tells me, He has no more Quarrel againſt me 
than when he begun, which is our Difference of O. 
pinion : A ſenſeleſs Man, what Relation has Opini- 
on to the Chriſtian Religion; if he had had a 
Grain of Senſe in him, he would never have'rt- 
ved, and colle&ed ſo many Texts of Scripture. to- 
gether, to have proved his Opinion by; ſeeing 
there is not one of them but what he had either 
perverted, or utterly miſapplied, (ſo far as I can 
find) if he intended any Thing by them, but his 
own Opinion. To OE Win 

In his firſt Letter, he tells, Conſcience is tiell to 
Rule, which Rule is the Scripture, which wh m 
be judged'by ; for if it be not guided by that 'Ritle, 
| 22 


ſomes 
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ſumet hing wor ſe, and may be uſed for à Pretence in 
Now by this it is clear, That his Quarrel againſt old 
me is about Opinion, and not about Conſcience, 
and ſo, according to his own Doctrine, may be u- 
ſed for a Pretence to the greateſt Villanigs, 
Now it is very clear, he has ſo uſed it (not to 
the greateſt . Villanies ) but to Villanies of a bad 
Kind, in reviling and abuſing. his own Wife; and Th 
to his further Shame, the Dead that cannot anſ- le 
Wer For himſelf . % 
Tho' to ſuch as knew, and were. acquainted I 
with John Walton, neither his Tongue, nor his ſcur- 
rilous Pen will prove any Slander ; He lived and 
died of a good Report amongſt all Men, (Willian © 


Walker only excepted) ſo far as L have ever heard; I 
He is now out of the Reach of his Envy, who - 


purſued him while living, and (to ſhew his Wrath 
did not ceaſe there) has unjuſtly rendered him a pla 
. 8educer when dead; and (to ſhew his Envy ſtill ar 
hves) his revenging himſelf upon me, that never 

ave him any Cauſe, nor at all meddled with 


3 Notwithſtanding which, his Memory will hve, tu 
and be remember'd by, thoſe that knew him well, 
that his Labour was to do good, and to ſeek Peace ©" 
among Men, by endeavouring to reconcile them to 
one another, and to ſerve, many in Diſtreſs, that 
were not capable to help themſelves. /. Ir 
IJ. was not unſenſible of the Treatment I ſhould - * 
meet with. in oppoſing a Man whoſe Cry is, Th 
FCurch, the Church; tho I am apt to think if he 
s fhould.go, and read all his own. Papers ar, th 
* Fo r 4 & % p 
= ra | 
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Lale Croſs, he could hardly find that Tc a 
Mob, would riſe for him in that Town, as his 
old Friends did in the Weſt, to do the Miſchief 
they did : For it 1s not often, that a Mob 
once raiſed, takes any notice of either Reaſon, 
or Scripture, or ſound Arguments but of a loud 
Noiſe, and a great Cry. Yet I hope for better 
Readers, and ſuch as may be of Peter's Mind, 
That to fear God and work Righteouſneſs will give 
geceptance with him, tho' ſome I underſtand will 
not allow both theſe to make a Chriſtian, 'with- 
out a Prieſt having an Hand in it. "ich 
Now as to the Communion of the Church, about 
which he made ſo much ſtir, for plain Texts of 
Scripture, (tho' poor Soul it is manifeſt he knows 
nothing of her, neither how, nor where to find 
her, much leſs of her Communion.) A Man that 
had true Religion inſtead of Opinion, would have 
placed her Communion upon her fundamental Do- 
arine, which I take to be contained in what they 
call the Baptiſmal Vow. i 
And there it is, I will adventure to fix it. And 
to that, I will ſubſcribe both with Heart and Hand. 
fully believing, that he that forſakes the Devil, 
and all bis Works, the Pampe, and Vanities of | this 
wicked World, and all the ſinful Luſts of the Fleſh; 
that believes all the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, 
and keeps God's holy Will and Commandments, and 
walks in the ſame all the Days of his Life, is 4 
Member of Chriſt, a Child of God, Inher 
tor of the Kingdom of Heaven: Now they that 
Practice according to theſe, are in the Communion 


Now 


and an Inheri» | 


l 
Now whether theſe are not as much obſerved, 1 
and as much lived up to, by the whole Body off 


the Proteſtants, (whom this Man of Opinion 5 
is by his ceremonious Way of Arguing, endeavour- © 


ing to unchriſten) as by thoſe of the: eſtabliſhed 
Church, is left to the Readers Conſideration, 
Now if he can prove his Wife is departed fro 
theſe Fundamentals, he may ſay ſhe is ſeparated 
from the Church, which no doubt he will: He 
has taken ſo much Pains to make her a Criminal, 
5 no Body of Scnſe I think would believe 
Im. 4 | 

However, I may aſſure the Reader, they are 
not more preſs d home by any Society that I Kn 
of, than by ours. 

I do profeſs to be a Member of that Church, 
and by the Grace of God a Miniſter too, ( which 
is no new Thing) and I hope that there is none. 
that have heard me, can ſay, that l ever haves 
preached any Thing contrary to theſe Fundamen- 
tals. I may aſſure the Reader, we will allow of 
none of theſe graceleſs Sayings, ( il not call em ly J 
Doctrines) which ſome unwary People have hros- A 
ched, and which the Mouths of m-ny are ſo nd fi 
with, to be preached among us, -viz. There is nat © 
Salvation here, no Freedom from. Sin in this Life, > 
no. keeping of the Commandments of Gt. 

., Whoever they are that do fo, they undermine E 
theſe Fundamentals, and may be ſaid to be ſuch, t 
aa build with the one Hand, and pull down with": 
the other. Now as to this Church he has made ſa In 
much ſtir about, he tells me, That I know very & C 


well the Church had no Power to make Laws, ir Dos 


EIS, . AR Ee 
the King and Parliament. I wonder how he comes 
to be Maſter of my Knowledge, that knows not 
where to find the Church he vainly pretends to be 
of; but leaſt he ſhould never read this Letter, be- 
cauſe not particularly dire&ed to him ; I would 
defire the Reader to enquire of him, where 
| VE will. find the Church ſeparate from the 
king, and Parliament: Tis poſſible, he is ſtill 
ireamipg of the Clergy, tho' I told him they 
Nvere Members. If he would ask the Convocation 
where the whole Body either 1s, or are repre- 
ſented ; they no doubt will tell him, they have 
no Power to make new, nor yet to alter thoſe 
Laws that are made : His Head has been ſo full, 
nd his Thoughts ſo much run after, the 
utward and viſible Signs; that if ever he knew 
Hay Thing of the Vitals of the true Chriſtian 
Religion, there's little Senſe, or Savour in any of. 
iis Writings, that ſeems the leaſt of his Concern. 
Jaan find little in him but a poor empty Ceremo- 
: ty Monger. 5 | | | 
And now Reader, I think we are in a fair Way. F 
4 find out this Church, that he has been ſo. much ' 
ta Loſs about; that if all Parties be pleaſed, | 
fe e. will conclude the King, Lords, and Com- | | 
| 
| 


ons, in Parliament aſſembled, to be the Church 
| England, and by the Practice of theſe Fund- 
entals, a true and living Member of the holy | 
tholick Church. 04 
may tell the Reader likewiſe, That ever ſince 
e Church of England have ſet up their Royal 
andard, (the Act of Toleration ) the Prote- | 
700 ts of all Sorts formerly call'd Diſſenters, have 
11 22 e a eg Nb flock'd ll 
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flock'd unto it, and have found it to be a Shelter, 

from the many Storms, and Tempeſts, their Fore- 

fathers were expoſed to, as well as ſome yet living, 
Our Forefathers often pray'd, that the Church 

of England afore time would have granted them, 


and would have brought them to that Olive * 
Branch which was ſtill denied them. H 
God has been pleaſed to bleſs us with it in our Ty 


Time, for which we are humbly thankful unto 
him, and to the Church of England, under whoſe 11 
Government, and Protection we now live quiet: 

And I am like to call all the ſaid Churches of the 


aforeſaid Proteſtants in the Practice of the ſaid Do- 
ctrines, likewiſe to be Fellow-Members with 1. 
them. Since the Church aforeſaid impoſeth a Pe-“ 
nalty upon any that ſhall diſturb their Worſhip. ““ 

That notwithſtanding his great Uneaſineſs, he” 
has expreſt in his firſt Letter, if he will ſearch " 


himſelf aright; and that there is any Light in 
him, he will find it in himſelf, and that his Wife? 
has given him no juſt Occaſion for it. 

I am ready therefore to conclude, ſhe is as much 
in the Church of England as ever ſhe was before, 
only the Name of the Place changed, and divers b 
Ceremonies omitted; which rightly conſidered, con-. 
cern not the Vitals of the true Chriſtian Religion 
at all. wht Hes ri 

Now Reader, as neither Reaſon, not ſound Ar: 
gument, will fatisfie this Man, plain Demonſtrat! 1M 
on only muſt, or all is in vain : He has brought a. © 
great many 9criptures from the Law of Moſes, à 
well as from the New Teſtament, to prove as he 
ſuppoſeth The Woman's Duty to her Husband in 4 
Things according to Eph, Chap. iv. 24 Noi 


J 


ov 
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Now from 1 Peter Chap. it. Verſe 18. Servants 
be ſubje to your Maſters, with all Fear, not only to 
the Good and Gentle, but alſo to the Froward. 

In all moral Duties, I do grant they are Proofs, 
and ought to be obſerved by every Woman to her 
Husband: But this doth not at all reach the Caſe 
in Hand, for he chargeth not his Wife on that 
Account at all; her Sin is, her not going with 
him to St. Andrews, and leaving the Church. 

Now to this, he had a full and clear Anſwer in 
my firſt Letter, Page 13. I doubt not but that Grace 
that hath appeared to her, has taught her to pra- 
diſe that Duty to thee as a Wife; therefore let God 
bave the Sovereignty of her Conſcience, for unto him 
and not unto thee, ſhe muſt be reſponſable for Mat- 
ters that fr pry Intellectual, and relate only to 
anot her World. | 

But nothing can ſerve this Man, but to uſurp 
an Authority over Conſcience; which is the Spi- 
rt of Perſecution, tho he will not ſee it. | 

Now according to his Arguing, if a Papiſt 
marry a Proteſtant, ſhe muſt turn Papiſt, or other- 
viſe there is no Peace: Or if a Proteſtant marry 
i Papiſt, the Woman muſt be Proteſtant. Now 
it this Rate he has condemned all the Chriſtian 
and Proteſtant Martyrs in the World, for it is - 
their Diſobedience to the Laws of Men that has 
nade them Martyrs. For the Difference betwixt 
: Martyr, and a Man murthered, is, the one ſuf- 
fers by a Law, which for the Sake of a good 

onſcience he cannot comply with: And the o- 

her is murthered againſt all Law. 
| Now as to Servants, the Apoſtle is as clear in 
_ E 2 the 
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the Point of Obedience: But according to him, 
if a Man has a Servant, that is of a Religion dif- 
ferent from him, as Few is from a Chriſtian; 
muſt the Chriſtian turn Few, or the Few 
Chriſtian. Cannot a Man be a good and faithful 
Servant in his Duty asa Servant, without ſuch 
Change. But William is in the Right, and all that I at 
are not of his Way are wrong, and here is the D 
Authority he would have; does not every Body WW ni 
believe their own Way of Worſhip to be right, 
Charity obligeth me ſo to think, and therel would ar 
leave every Body to their own Way till they be P. 
convinced of another, and better Way, and nei- ne 
ther to abuſe them, much leſs knock them on the bl 
Head: And the ſame might be done with all the ac 
Scriptures he has brought, for he has neither Rea- . 
ſon, nor Argument as a Man, much leſs as a Chri- th 
ſtian how to apply the Scripture. For his Poſi-I hi 
tions are falſe, and from falſe Poſitions, nothing] th 


but Falſhood can enſye. Op ſel 
In Page the 29, he argues, If Salvation may be Bu 
had as well in the Church of England, as at Biſhop gr. 
Auckland Meeting-Hovſe, + (as you deny not) i Gr 
2s ſinful for her to change. _ Ar 
However, he ſays, This Advantage is gaindÞ hi: 

. that without you: can prove yours the Church out off ti: 


which there is no Salvation ʒ ſhe, and all your Hear | 
ers may leaus you withaut Danger of Sin. Here i cea 
a pritty Meſs to make a flouriſh with; what buff Ge 
extream Ignorance would have produced this, ca he 
the Reader find any Thing in my Letter like thi} we 

In Page 13, to which J refer, my Words ard Do 
Since 1 believe, That among ſt all theſe divers Dent tol, 
Is , vb 
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( 39) 
minations, ſuch as truly fear God, and work Righte- 
ouſneſs, muſt needs be Members of it; and I am far 
from thinking, but there are a great many. ſuch in 
the preſent Church of England. Has this any Re- 
lation to tie Religion to any Houſe, or Place. 

If ſhe, and all my Hearers follow but Chriſt, 
and the Leading of his holy Spirit, there is no 


Danger of their falling into Sin, tho' they had 


never neither heard, nor ſeen me. 1 
To which Spirit, both we in our Preaching, 
and the holy Scriptures do direct, and not for 
People to pin their Faith upon other Mens Sleeves, 
nor to follow any Body by an implicit Faith, and 
blind Obedience : Such Hearers, we neither ſeek, 
nor deſire, 
Hie tells me, He is no Scholar, if he means in 
the. School of Chriſt, That is fully proved by 
his Letters; if he mean otherwiſe, I would tell 
the Reader, That a good Cauſe with a good Con- 
ſcience, may be defended without much Learning: 
But an ill Cauſe with an ill Conſcience, with the 
greateſt Learning in the World will fall to the 
Ground, to the Shame of him that undertakes it. 
And ſuch a Cauſe he has undertaken to over rule 
his Wife's Conſcience, not knowing that the Chri- 
ſtian Religion perſuades all, but compels none. 
He adds, Page 53, For as ſoon as I was convin- 
ced that it made me nat acceſſary to her Sin, I furni- 
ſhed ber with a Horſe. Now it ſeems by this, that 
he had done otherwiſe before. Methinks .in ſo 
weighty an Affair, he might have told what great 


Doctor it was that thus convinced him, (he was 


told that in my firſt Letter, as I have oper ) 
e N E. . 1 > EX % his 


— | 
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This argues, That Villiam had read the Scriptures 
to little Purpoſe, a greater Sign of his own Igno- 
rance he could hardly have produced; he might 
have read, That the Soul that ſins ſhall die the 
Death; if he had perſuaded her into ſinful Pra- 
ctices, he might have brought Guilt upon him- 
ſelf, but till he can find that one is to anſwer for 
- another's Sins, in which he has no Share, he ar- 
gues without either Scripture, Senſe or Reaſon. 
The great Doctor that thus convinced William, 
has no doubt been related, to his great Do- 
ctor whom he was ſo diſturb'd for my naming 
him: A Mob Doctor no doubt he has been, and 
one of his Friends that prevailed upon him to ex- 
poſe his Letters to the Publick ; *tis a great pity 
that he has concealed his Name, I wiſh any Bod 
could find him out: For if any receive Benefit 
by his Letters, I am mightily miſtaken. 
In the latter End of Page 35, and 36. He one 
would think were turned Saint, viz. If you could 
Preach, and write with the Tongue, and Pen of Men, 
and Angels, and want Charity, it is nothing worth, 
but you will be a Caſt- away which that you may ſee, 
and by Repentance avoid while the Day of Grace 
lafteth is the ſmcere Deſire of your Friend. 

If the Day of Grace had been upon himſelf, 
he had not produced that Folly, and Falſhood 
that he has done: What it is, I muſt ſee, and by 
Repentance avoid, is in his Account, (if at all) my 
abuſing their Miniſters, that except plain and un- 


deniable Truth be an Abuſe, it is a Shame for him 


to have offered it. T7 
( He ſays, They now live as become Man and Wife 7 


(41) 
if ſuch Advice as you are giving to. my. Face, and 
will no doubt apply tt her at your firſt Opportunity, 
do not hinder. 1 5 
Reader is not all this meer Slander, and that 
the direct contrary appears in what I have writ, 
that I call'd his firſt Paper ſcandalous, and ſuch 
is his laſt : And he hadleft the Controverſy with 
2 better Face to himſelfward, if he had omitted 
them and his Preface, which I take to beanAggreva- 
tion of his Crime, if he likes what he has done in 
Printing them, Iam no way in the leaſt troubled 
about them; for that it plainly appears to me, 
that he is now upon the Wheedle to ſee, if by pre- 
tended Kindneſs he can decoy his Wife, to draw 
her away from the Convictions of the Grace, and 
good Spirit of God to follow him, as I ſaid be- 
fore, by an implicite Faith, and blind Obedience 
to ſome empty Ceremonies; ſeeing he ſays, He bas 
nothing againſt me but our Difference in Opinion. If 
this be his Thought, I may tell the Reader it is 
not mine: For in Matter of Opinion, I would 
differ with no Man to cauſe Strife, ſince I never. 
yet knew two Men but what differed in Opinion, 
and yet not at all the worſe Men for that. But 
herein ſeems to me to be the Snake in the Graſs, 
to put on a fair Vifard with Deſign to betray: the 
Innocent : And for this Reaſon I am obliged to 
witch him out of his Curls, that by ſuch fair 
Pretences he may not deceive, as no doubt he has 
done ſome unwary Readers, by multiplying ſo. 
many Texts of Scripture, to let the World ſee 
what a mighty Man he is that Way, *till it be 
diſcovered how he has applied them, WT 
N q 1 
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Tho! he ſays, He hopes by hearing my Letters, E 
(which you know ſhe muſt do, and that made you 
write thus ) now this is directly falſe, and incon-f 
fiſtent with my whole Doing, which the Reader . 
may ſee was to vindicate his Wife from his Abuſe, 
and falſe Charge of Sin that lie was loading her 
with: But the whole Defign of either ſhewing ſſp, 
her, or the World my Letter, was with a Defign 
to abuſe me. | 
do aſſure the Reader I am far from thinking, E 
That either ſpeaking or writing Truth can be an 
Abuſe, fave only to ſuch as know it not: But! 
that has been accounted an Abuſe in the Eyes of 
wicked and ungodly Men ever ſince it was prea- 
ched, is clear from Scripture, as well as Hiſtory 
of later Times. I ** 

He further adds, She will ſee your Deſign, and 
abhore both you and it. b by 
Neither ſnhe, nor any other Perfon can ſee any ogf-he 
ther Deſign, but what I have already related: 
am ſo far from fomenting any Difference be- at 
twixt Man and Wife, or betwixt Man and Man, ſthe 
that the contrary hath appeared in the wholeſtot 
Courſe of my Life, and this is a baſe Inſinuati-Ithe 
on; which I am ſatisfied no Man in the Worldl,,,, 
beſides himſelf will lay to my Charge. If he had], 
thought my Letters would have been a Diſguſt toſh 
his Wife, why did he ſhew her them; if ſhefſp,, 
were not a Woman that could bear ſome thing, En, 
ſhe could not be eaſie to ſee her ſelf proclaimed 


% 


to the Country a ſeduced Woman, 


* 9 * 


U 
ö or 


Which brings to my Mind what 1 have read of * 
a Woman, That ſaid, She coruld- not diſpute for 
WA Chriſt, 


n 
rift, but ſhe could die for him, which no doubl 
was much more valuable in the Sight of God. © 
And now Reader having done with my Re- 
marks, tho* I might have made many more, and 
have carried my Letter far beyond the Length I 


neland as I have truly deſcribed her, I am thy 
Friend and Brother, whether thou art a Preacher, 
Sn pr an Hearer; I would put thee in Mind, that thou 


art one of thoſe that profeſs to have the holy Spi- 


18, fit; otherwiſe I do not underſtand that Petition 
an O God make clean our Hearts within us, and take 
ut Bur thy holy Spirit from us, then thou haſt a ſure 
of uide, and that which will help thee to judge a 
a- right in Controverfies, between Truth, and Er- 
ry fror, Right and Wrong, and thine Obedience un- 
to it, will be thy Crown and Comfort, when all 
nd hy Diſputes here about Religion ſhall havean End; 
o the G 

Of hee. 
1:1 And if any Thing writ herein ſhall tend to thy 
e- Satisfaction, the Increaſe of thy Faith, and Fur- 
,Jtherance of thy Knowledge in the Things relating 
lelto the Kingdom of God; be mindful to give him 
1-Jthe Glory, let it be given to the great God 
Idſonmipotent, and to the Lamb, bis beloved Son that 
Mrs upon the Throne, and to the holy Spirit, the 
toſthree that bear Record in Heaven, to him be the 
help. ai e, the Glory, and the Honour, World without 
SIErd, Amen. 9 | 


ed | 
Monkheſleden, Novemb. 
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of Joan HALL. 
4 But 


rſt intended: If thou art of the Church of 


uidance of it, I leave, and recommend 


(44) 
But further, I had quite forgot the Poſtcripe, 
till had finiſhed my Remarks; and leaſt the Rea- 
der ſhould think that by my Silence I ſubmitted 
to his Charge: Let him tell the Doctor's Name, 
(his ghoſtly Father) that was eminent in his Con- 
vincement, and the reſt of his Friends that advi- 
ſed him to the Preſs, 
And in Return, I'il give him the Name of the 
firſt Man, that gave the Name of Qrnakers, as 
alſo the Name of ſeveral others that loaded it with 
Hereſie and Error, and will fairly acquit the Je- 
ſuits from it: Except he, and ſuch as he, be the 
Men: I will likewiſe acquit the Church of Eng- 
land, and if he has a mind to enter upon that 
Parallel, betwixt us and the Feſuits, when he has 
thrown it into the Preſs: If it is not undertaken 
-by an abler Pen, I will God willing undertake :t, 
-and doubt not but to ſtrip him as naked of any 
ſound Argument on that Head, as his Body was, 
when it came out of his Mother's Womb. 
And if he has another Valpone to throw, let 
him mind to take a better Aim, leaſt he ſhould hap- 
pen again to mils his Mark. 
t JohN HALL. 
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APPENDIX. 


| HE various and private Opinions of 


PR WR nal Churches, wherewith they occa- 
| kJ tionally inſult one another, and ſuch 


little. 

By others the Church of England is tiled ſhe 
moſ incomparable. The Church of Rome they call 
the holy Roman Catholick Church, and no leſs than 
infallible. The Church of Scotland for Doctrine 
and Diſcipline, the pureſt Church in the World. 
Tis no wonder to think how ſuch in theſe ſeyeral 
Nations muſt be look'd upon that Deſcent from 
them, with Contempt no doubt. 


If we were to paſs over to Denmark, and ſome 


other Parts of Germany : ; we ſhall no doubt find 


great Encomiums-given to both the Lutheran and 


Calviniſt Churches, by ſome of each Side, tho? 
ſadly diſagreeing betwixt themſelves. 

Now the Apoſtle Paul tells us, There is one Lord, 
one Faith, and one Baptiſm. 


And the Church of England, ſetting aſide the 
private Opinions of ſome that pretend to be her 
12 choiſe 


ſome Men about their ſeveral Natio- 


as Deſcent from them, confider'd a 


| frame his Life according to t 


8 Love, have no true Religion at all. 


6 7 


- A There has often been a great Or. 2 the Danger 
| L A of the Church, by ſuch as would thought to be 
Kay Church Men. . 


Vv Atter of” Sa and Ceremony, we are ſeeking to 


"Tx. 


2A choife Sons, tells in the 18th of the 39 Articles, La 


alſo. are to be beld accurſed that prefume Wit 
to ſay, thut every Man ſball be ſaved by the Law, tru 
on Sect which he profeſſeth, ſo that he be diligent to ¶ the 
, and the Light N anc 


of Nature. ; 

For boly _ ture doth et out unto us, only tbe N ve 
Name of f Jeſus Crit, whereby Men mufl be ue. ver 
» Holy Scripture no doubt has rightly determined Eſor 
that Matter, and it is the Honour of that Church, 
that ſhe has ſubmitted to that Determination. fro 

Now if all Men had rightly confidered this, Nrh 
there would have been a Striving in the ſeveral lab: 
Churches which of them ſhould have out done NMa 
one another, in adhering moſt ſtrictly to that 


Name; the Power and Spirit of Feſus Chriſt, and Mig 
n by their Fruits have proved themſelves moſt agree - WGoc 
ble to the Life of Chriſt, and his Apoſtl 
= fied'of in the holy Scriptures, which muſf*be in 
1 the Fruits of Love and Charity. 


teſti- 
For if a Man can have no more true Religion 
than he has Love, then they that have no true 


: For how can our Love be proved true unto 
Jod, büt by loving our Netghbour : But if fœ 


ußchurch and to anchriſten one another, tis a ma- 
- Hifeſt Sign hat the Love of God is not in us, at 
« leaſt as 1t ought to be. 


41 cannot conceive - that the-Taking away thoſe 
Laws 
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Laws that enforce the Payment of Tythes, would 
at all endanger the Church: Since it is certain tle 
true Chriſtian Church was never eſtabliſhed with 
chem, for her Foundation was without them; 
and was by Jeſus Chriſt that never took them nor 
commanded them to be paid, that as Tythes never 
Nvere of her Eſtabliſhmem, ſo the Church can ne- 
ver loſe them, fo long as che Feople are in Poſſeſ- 
: 


fon of them. 5 Ih TJ | wy 
The Loſs of the Ehureh4s, the Looſing of them : 
from themſelves; nl! to-be taken by the Prieſts, 
whereby in a particu ar Church, Ker Hundred 
aborious Church Men, are rob'd of them by one 
Man, that yet is but their Miniſter or Servant. 
Who by uſing Force, deprives them of that 
Right allowed unto them both by the Law of | 
God, and of Nature too. 
For except God had made a Diviſion of then _ 
rom the Land, as he did by the Law of Moſes, . | 
ſuch a Separation now, is a Robing the Church, - ll 
to inrich the Church's Servant, and to ſer him os 
er their Heads to become their Maſter, which in 
many Places is too true. YT 
This could be no Damage to the Prieſts, un- 
kf- they ſuppoſe the People being left to their Ex: 
berty would detain them : Which were to ſupp . | 5 5 
them worſe then the Reſt of the People that Deſ- N 
ent from them. Seeing they chearfully contri= 
ute to the Suppggt of their own Miniſters; in mY 
lb much that we hear of no Complaint that Way 7 44 1 
nd yet as the Cafe now ſtands, lie under the 


Fr 


ardſhip of paying to the- National gre ae 8. 4 
t . the great Objection chat i is now Wade 187 „ 
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* hat hechat purchaſeth an Eſtate that is Tythab 
and refuſeth the Payment of. Tythes, wrongfu 
Ay detains that which he neither bought, nc 
farm'd. This with fome is a mighty Argumen 
the Strength of which I ſhall try: He that pu 
cChaſeth an Eſtate, hath: nothing to do with tl 
tything Man; fo as to conſult him one. way or? 
| "Hother, the Land it ſelf not being Tythable, 
it were every tenth Ridge or Acre might be take 
whielt no Tyth-taker did ever yet pretend unte 
For tlie principal Tyth that ariſeth is by Cor 
growing on the Land, which is entirely in th 
Owners Choice whether he will uſe it that Wa 
_*--0r;not: If he does, it is by the hard Labour, grea 
).. © Induſtry as welbas Charge, that Corn is produced 
[ Aud it ſore times happens that the Crop will nc 
anlwer the Labour and Charge, the Rent bein 
4 et alide, and yet in that Caſe no Exemption, fe 
of what ariſeth, the Tyther will have the Tent] 
A Man that has had 100 l. a Year paid for man 
TLoears out of an Eſtate of Land for Tyth-Corn 
die Oe ner can at his Pleaſure avoid the Payme 
by laying it to Graſs, and the ſaid Tyth-Man n 
Way injured by the Owner of the Land, nor ye 
hs any Remedy fot ſuch his Loſs: So that. he thi 
has an Eſtate.in Tyth-Corn has nothing to-g1\ 
Polleſſion of; as he had that ſold the Land, excep 
it be his Deeds, for his Title is in the Clouds, an 

ek his Profit; fe 
e Tythes of ſuc 
and ſuch Lands, from which they have never ha 
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we” any lkely ever will. 
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